There are some cracking
entry-level CD players new
tothe market, meeting your
music needs at a price that’s
most certainly right. Each of

these would do you proud

n,

CDPLAYERS (£150-£170

Budget belters fly
the flag and make

a great case for CD

SAVVY SHOPPER
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£170
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ORDINARILY, & PRODUCT rhar's haen
araund as long as this one - the last
time wa looked 2t i, in Febrary toob,
was by ne means the first - is one stop
aweay from the knacker’s yard. The
market for inexpensive CI players
heing what it is, though = monbund -
the Marantz is still soldiering on.
That's not a bad thing in this case
hecawnsa the CI5o0r is as impressive
o A% I was during s 2005 debur,

“The key to the CD5001’s
performance is its
exceptional timing”

Theres a solld funcelonalicy about
the way the Marantz is budle, 1t not
quire as chamkily purposeful as the
Cambridge Audio, and it's lacling the
MADS couldn't-give-a-toss-about-
fashion bearing but, for all its rough
edges, the most expensive plaver in the
rest loaks decent value. The remote
certol, oo the othes hand, feels abour
25 robust in your hand as an epe

Load a CD, chough - Bongwater's
Dianlle Biasiwter 13 & srarn rest - and any
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Livehy, gregarbaus
sound with all
Types of music

Some may anker after
a mare assestive spunc

Aa all-rounder, rathar
{han a specialist — we
feckor that's whal
frast cuslomers af
this price are after

The COS001 performs
‘wellacmoss the boand

aniping zbout perceived value becomes
irrelevant, The CDgo01's genins is to
ermbrace the virrues of both other
competitors in this test without getting
boggred dowmn by thelr shorrcomings.
The Marantz offers plenty of attack but
is atbler to repiment e soundstage wich
more authority than most.

Timing is everything

The key to the 5o001's performance s its
exreprional timing - recordings hang
togetherjust so, each instrumental
strand separated from, but sympathetic
to, its partrers, There's not the our-and-
our bric of the Cambridge Audio plaver,
but neither is there that player's
nccasional impression of barely
eonerolled areack. Low fraquencies are
substartial andexpressive, the midrange
communicates immedestly and the top
end stays e cight side of bright.

Tehaikovsky's Swan Lake gives further
weight te the Marantz's case, The size of
the orchescra is explicit bere, and wacly
player's position on the stage
unmistakable The dyramic peaks and
tronighs of the plece are handlad with
assurance, the emotional sweep
delivered ntact. The CDcoot may
struggle oo wring the last drop of derail
fram the recarding, bur it nomerheless
imparts the message fleently.

1F we may milx our meraphors, 105 not
easy to have a foot in both carmnps and
aor fall herween stools. The Marantz
may not have the cutright verve of the
Cambridge machine., and it may noc
extract the same level of detail as the
MAD player can, but it gers mos: of the
way there withour any of bes rivals’
drawhbacks. If you want a genuine all-
rounder at the heart of your CD system,
this is (still) it.
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CD PLAYERS

LI Youwon’t go Marantz CD5001 WHAT HI
{AAURE \rong with any B TEG souup]:.t'!.s'f
of these players, (LRGP WINNER

£170
but the Marantz takes it for :

best all-round performance

THREE BUDGET CD players, three five star
verdicts. We'll admit it: at first glance
this test doesn't seemn to offer much in
the way of guidance. Bur, as usual, we've
done the hard work for you. The most
important information to take from the
test is this: there aren't that many proper
CD players around at this kind of money,
but if you choose one of these, you won't
go far wrong.

If your tastes are for the subtleties and
details of recordings, for instance, and
especially if you enjoy the last scrap of
expression froma vocalist’s perform-
ance, you'll find the NAD C515BEE right
up your street, This unit is as happy to
dish the derails as Dot Corton in her
prime, and has a genuine talent for inte-
grating the finest points of a recording
with the broad strokes. We return to our
Nina Simone CDs time and again in our
listening rooms, and the NAD lets you

NOWADD THESE

e AMPLIFIER SPEAKER STANDS
Koo the (ol e CAMBRIDGE AUDIO AZUR MONITOR AUDIO BRONZE SOUNDSTYLEZ2 1
unambiguously. When it comes to prop- 340ASE BR2 % % e
erly cutting loose and getting down, % He A K e % K Fe Kk o '
though, there are better players here. m m il 007
. . : wards
e Senbriles ucho January 2008 April 2008 Lovelydetail, dynamics and

Azur 340C, for instance. “|['S the CDSOO].,S faCIlIty
It doesn’t communicate tnt

as freely as tthAD.butw,th tlmmg’ and the

it's far happier when the natural ﬂUEﬂC\,’ W|th

going getsgroovy -its - ragylts which cements

These able BR2s will complete
a budget system with ability
across the board. They're
slightlylarger than average,
but hey, you can always

For build and sound quality,
this is streets ahead of what
the price tag suggests, That
tiny reticence in the Marantz's
sound will be cured bythe

rhythmic snap ~ and two
Awards to boot. What can
wesay=otherthantheZ2s
are an authenticbargain?

the most rhythmically | S 340ASE's sheerverve. make room.
adepr player in the rest Its pUle pOSItI on
and, by extension, the
best you can buy for this money. If your
preferences are for up-front, tempo-driven  FACTS AND FIGURES
music, you'll love the Cambridge - but
you'll have to live with its inclination to PRICE RANGE CAMBRIDGEAUDIO MARANTZ NAD INPUTS There are two
just chuck everything at you when your £150-170 AZUR 340C CD5001 C515BEE types of digital audio
it PG connectors: coaxial

tunes are at their most complex. [ SPECIFICATION ; and digtal, Coaxial
Tabbestiomoler | % 0 el T G

it was our meney, mind, we'd spen herthan with
the whole £170 and buy the Marantz PRICE m m \?E}r:i;ng!uns. RCA
CDsoo1. It may seem strange, given that TYPE Integrated : Integrated - Integrated istheanalogue
we've acknowledged the supremacy of INPUTS Digital coaxial, digital - Digital coaxial, digital Digital coaxial, digital phonoinput.
NAD and Cambridge in different, impor- optical, RCA optical, RCA ' optical, RCA TRARSENIS Shon.
tant areas, but the Marantz isn't far HDCD No No No gdene/nis i

! musicsuchasa

behind the NAD with expression and COTEXT No Yes No cymbal crash or the
detail retrieval, and it’s noticeably more MEMORY Yes Yos Yes crackofd<tickona
proficient dynamically. Equally, it’s not DISPLAY OFF No Yes Yes drum. Difficult for hi-fi
disgraced by the Cambridge when it FINISHES 2 2 2 E;;m:;csihe
comes to drwc_. attack and low-frequency HOWTHEY RATED I frequeneyrange
authority and is better able to keep o aiein It ealoes
control during extended crescendos. SOUND ok kokk Fdkk ok ok TR

1t’s the CDspo1’s facility with timing, BUILD 8.6 & & % ek ok ok b & 8.6 & ¢ heard. Must be of
though, and the natural fluency which FEATURES Lo & & & ¢ b8 6.6 6 ¢ L8 6 & & ¢ high quality fora
results, which cements its position. VERDICT 0 8. 0.6 9 e e A K 1. 8.8.8.8.1 natural sound.
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