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“If you can’t wait
any longer fora
Blu-ray player, this
is the one to buy”
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DVD & HD PLAYERS

High-definition video is here in the form of Blu-ray and HD DVD players, so is it still
worth buying a standard DVD player, or should you invest in one of the new formats?
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Marantz DV7001
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WE GAVE AN Award to Marantz’s £1500
DVg600 last year, and a more guarded
four stars to its £600 DV7600 stable-
mate. Some technical and cosmetic
surgery later and this DV7oo1 rises
from the '7600’s ashes. And how...

It's immediately more imposing
and impressive, boasting extremely
sturdy build quality and a logical
remote, The DVyoor uses 192kHz/24-
bit audio DACs on all channels, and
hasa 216 MHz/12-bit video DAC.

And when it does its thing, the
Marantz makes good on all that
promise. Upscaling standard DVD to
1080p, the DV7oo1 delivers a vivid,
detailed picture with smooth edges
and minimal noise. It handles
contrasts well, revealing detail in
bright whites or inky blacks (even if
they appear in the same frame) and
doggedly tracks motion.

Musicand movie sound excels
Skin tones are stable and natural,
textures of all kinds revealed in their
entirety. Only the slightest hint of
over-enthusiasm in red/orange tones
stops the Marantz from notchingupa

Muscular build and
expansive spec;
lovelyimages and
exceptional sound

We could nitpick flawless scorecard, but it’sa minor flaw
about colour and one we can live with.

accuracy, but frankly ‘Where the Marantz DV7oo1 truly
that'd be petty excels is with audio. With movies, it
offers plenty of low-end grunt and grip,

poised and natural voices, and a crisply

Reports of I:s arracking top end. It creates a large

demise have 2
been greatly soundstage, where effects both big and
exaggerated small are well defined.

—thisis real quality

from Marantz “Ifwe had £600 to spend on
a universal movie and music
player, we’d buy this one”

‘What's more, don't forget that thisisa
universal player, able to handle both
DVD-Audio and Super Audio CD discs
too. If you want to hear whar those high-
resolution audio formats are capable of,
this is as good a player as any to try them
out on. Just run three pairs of stereo
interconnects from the six-channel
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outputon the playerinto the
six-channel input on your amp or
receiver, and away you go.

The result? Multichannel music discs
~and only toaslightly lesser extent
standard stereo CDs - [lourish on this
player. We've criticised many DVD play-
ers in the past for poor music replay, but
not this one, which obviously benefits
from Marantz’s hi-fi heritage.

‘Whichever way you look at it, the
Marantz makes a compelling case for
itself. It’s agreat DVD player, handles
stereo and multichannel music with
ease and is built like a brick. If we had
£600 to spend on a universal disc player
today, this is the one we'd buy.

SPECIFICATION

Disc formats DVD-V/A, DVD+/-R/RW, CD, SACD,
DiVX, MP3 video out HDMI, component, 5-Video,
RGB Scart audio out electrical/optical/6 analogue
dimensions (hwd) 13x44x33cm weight 7kg

@ www.marantz.com = 01753 680868
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»BESTBUYS

TOP DVD &HD PLAYERS

With the arrival of Blu-ray and HD DVD players, you now have the choice of
investing in ane of the high-definition video formats or standard DVD

BESTFORVALUE Try them with these.

TOSHIBASD-370E
Fodk Ak ok

BESTFOR PICTURE

DENON DVD-1940

e,
ival plasmas.
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BEST ALL-ROUNDER R s
MARANTZ DV7001 : ’
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BESTFOR HIGH-DEFINITION S

| PIONEERBDP-LX70
:*****
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